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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Applicant's claim for the benefit of a prior-filed application under 35 U.S.C. 
1 19(aHd) is acknowledged. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 8/22/2005 is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examiner. 

3. The listing of references in the specification is not a proper information disclosure 
statement. 37 CFR 1 .98(b) requires a list of all patents, publications, or other 
information submitted for consideration by the Office, and MPEP § 609.04(a) states, 
"the list may not be incorporated into the specification but must be submitted in a 
separate paper." Therefore, unless the references have been cited by the examiner on 
form PTO-892, they have not been considered. 

Drawings 

4. Figure 1 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because only 
that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
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any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12. second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

7. Regarding claim 1 , the phrases "such as" and "possible" renders the claim 
indefinite because it is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of 
the claimed invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

8. Regarding claim 2, the phrase "possible" renders the claim indefinite because it 
is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. 
See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

10. Claims 1-4, 7. and 11-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 

anticipated by Basile (US 4,593,344). 

Claim 1. (currently amended): Fitting for a lamp (retainer, title), provided with a 
rim (rim of reflector, 32, Figs. 4 and 5) or stop for supporting a lamp cap (cover, 
14), and a locking element (retainer portion, 38), such as a nut, for locking a lamp 
cap onto said rim or stop, the fitting being provided with adjustment means 
(spring members, 22) (20,^0) f or adjusting the position of the lamp cap with 
respect to said rim or stop (Column 2, lines 53-56, Figs. 4 and 5). charactorizod 
i n that said adjustment means comprise comprising a first part (release cam bar, 
28) (21, ^1) , a first end of which is movably connected to said rim or stop, it being 
possible for the first part to be placed between a first position substantially 
parallel to the rim or stop and a second position at an angle to said rim or stop 
(Figs. 4 and 5). 

Claim 2. (currently amended): Fitting as claimed in claim 1 , character i z e d i n 
wherein the adjustment means comprise a first (release cam bar, 28) and a 
second part (spring members, 22) (22, 12) , which parts are pivotally (23,21) 
connected to one another (Figs. 4 and 5), the second part being supported on 
the rim or stop and it being possible for the first part to be placed between a first 
position substantially parallel to the second part and a second position at an 
angle to the second part (Figs. 4 and 5). 
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Claim 3. (currently amended): Fitting as claimed in claim 1 Gf-2, oharactor i zod 
wherein t he adjustment means are provided with locking means (Column 3, lines 
36-40) for locking the first part in its second position. 

Claim 4. (currently amended): Fitting as claimed in claim 3, charact e rized in that 
wherein t he first part is provided with a lug or catch (Fig. 4 and 5) (-25-) for 
engaging a recess or groove on the outer side of the fitting (Column 3, lines 49- 
51). 

Claim 7. (currently amended): An adjustment element for a fitting for a lamp, for 
adjusting the position of a lamp cap with respect to a fitting, provided with a first 
part (release cam bar, 28) which is intended to make contact with a lamp cap 
(cover, 14) or the pedestal of a lamp cap (tubular body section, 12), and a 
second part (spring members, 22) for supporting the adjustment element on a rim 
or stop of a fitting, which parts are resiliency or pivotally connected to one 
another for the purpose of adjusting the angle between said first part and the said 
second part (Figs. 4 and 5). 

Claim 11. (currently amended): Adjustment element as claimed in c l aims 7 - 10, 
charQctorizod in that claim 7, wherein the adjustment element comprises spring 
steel (spring member, 22). 
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Claim 12. (currently amended): Adjustment element as claimed in claims 7 11, 
charact e riz e d i n that c laim 7, wherein the adjustment element comprises auxiliary 
arms arranged between the first part and the second part, which support arms 
absorb spring force during the displacement of the first part toward the second 
part (Figs. 4 and 5). 

Claim 13. (currently amended): Adjustment element as claimed in claim 12, 
charact e riz e d in that w herein the auxiliary arms are punched and flanged out of 
one of the first and second parts (Figs. 4 and 5). 

Claim 14. (currently amended): Adjustment element as claimed in one of claims 
7 13, charactorizod i n that claim 7, wherein the adjustment element, In the 
vicinity of the connection between the first and second parts, is provided with one 
or more engagement members intended to engage on a lamp cap or a pedestal 
of a lamp cap (Column 3, lines 26-30, Figs. 4 and 5). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention Is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

12. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham w. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 
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13. Claims 5, 6. and 8-10, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Basile (US 4,593,344). 

a. In regards to claims 5, 6, 8 and 9, Basile teaches a fitting for a lamp which 
is provided with a rim or stop for supporting the lamp cap and a locking element. 
Basile also teaches that the fitting has an adjustment means that has one end 
that is moveable connected to the rim or stop. 

b. Basile does not teach the part being designed in the shape of an arc or a 
circle. 

c. In regards to claim 10, Basile teaches the second part being provided with 
a lug or catch for engaging a groove or recess in the outer side of a fitting (Figs. 
4 and 5). 

d. Basile does not teach the parts being shaped in an arc. 

e. Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time 
the invention was made to change the shape of the fitting of Basile in order to 
accommodate light fixtures that are pivotal from the ceiling or the pedestal on 
which they rest, since it has been held by the courts that a change in shape or 
configuration, without any criticality, is nothing more than one of numerous 
shapes that one of ordinary skill in the art will find obvious to provide based on 
the suitability for the intended final application. See In re Dailey, 149 USPQ 47 
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(CCPA 1976). It appears that the disclosed device would perform equally well 
shaped as disclosed by Basile. 

Conclusion 

14. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

US 4,449,171 teach lamp support for a pharmacy-type lamp. 

US 2,332,040 teach a lighting fixture used on passenger motor coaches. 

US 1 ,077,384 teach a fixing pivotally connected. 

US 5,941 ,625 teach a spring clip for recessed light assembly. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Danielle Dunn whose telephone number is 571-270- 
3039. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5:00 with alternate Friday's 
off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Assouad can be reached on 571-272-2210. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tlie status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomiatlon Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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